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Calendar 
All services start at 11 am unless otherwise stated 
 
Sunday March 22nd    Service with Wendy Duckworth- Mission Aviation Fellowship 
    Piano accompaniment to hymns by her husband Steve! 
 
Sunday March 29th    Palm Sunday! Service with Rev. David Ireland 

Sunday April 3rd                Good Friday service at Macedonia with Sheila Coop at 10.30 

Sunday April 5th   Easter Day! Service led by the Leaders with outside end to the  
service if the weather is fit- this part jointly with the Nigerian Fellowship. The 
service will include communion. Hot X Buns after the service! 

 
Sunday April 12th   Service led by the Leaders for about 20 minutes- then a  
    Presentation by Jane Henderson from the NWBA – leading into our AGM.  
 
Sunday April 19th   Service with Helen Mellor 

Sunday April 26th   Service with Rev Graham Tarn 

Sunday May 3rd    Service led by Ashley Stansfield. Communion Service. 
 
Sunday May 10th  Service led by Ruth Wollaston 

Sunday May 17th  Service led by Mark Faris-Roberts 

Sunday May 24th  Pentecost. Possible joint service involving the Failsworth Churches. Tbc! 

 
Our services will normally be live via zoom. The ID you need for any of Beulah’s services is  

483-214-0593 and the password is 92315 
 

Easter reminds us that hope is not just an idea but a living reality. When Jesus rose from the grave, God 
showed that no darkness, no struggle, and no setback has the final word. That promise speaks to all of 
us—whether we’re facing worries about work, family, health, or the future. The resurrection tells us that 
new beginnings are always possible. 

But Easter also invites a response. We’re called to live as people shaped by this hope: to show kindness 
where there is hurt, to offer patience where there is pressure, and to bring light into the places that feel 
heavy. As we celebrate this season, may we carry the courage and compassion of the risen Christ into our 
homes, our streets, and our workplaces, becoming everyday signs of hope for those around us. 

Wishing you all a very Happy Easter!! 

 



  “Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great 

suffering.” (Mark 8:31) 

 Did you ever have a truly inspiring teacher? In your schooldays, was there someone who 

really made a subject come alive? A teacher who embodied the excitement and appeal of a 

subject so that you could feel it, too? There is a very cruel saying that those who can, do, and 

those who can’t, teach. The best teachers, of course, both do and teach. The science teacher 

whose practical experiments are inspirational and fun. The swimming tutor who jumps in the 

water and shows you how to do the stroke. The football coach who is on the pitch with you, 

not standing on the touchline. The drama teacher who gets the best out of every student by 

taking each role in turn. The same applies to those with no formal title as teacher, but who still 

teach us about life, and about faith – in the practical example of their own faithful lives. God 

the teacher knows the value of the practical example. The Creator didn’t stand at the front of a 

music class, dictating how many sharps and flats should be in each scale. God dressed a 

song in feathers and lovingly released it into the sky. 

 In Jesus, God gave us the supreme example of divine love for human beings, by becoming 

human. By getting in the water, joining in the game, showing us exactly how the part should 

be played. Both teacher and example, the embodiment of the lesson, making it come alive. 

Some lessons are easier to learn than others. Peter accepted that Jesus was the Messiah. 

What he found more difficult to understand was the kind of Messiah Jesus was. In fact, all the 

pupils around Jesus (that is, after all, what “disciples” means!) found it very hard to absorb 

their teacher’s difficult lessons. About suffering and redemption. About humility and 

forgiveness. About the nature of God, and of the Messiah.Jesus knew that he would have to 

show, rather than tell. He would have to do, not just say.Mark’s Gospel is very much about 

Jesus doing. There are no long teaching passages, no direct parallels to Matthew’s Sermon 

on the Mount or Luke’s Sermon on the Plain. But Mark’s Jesus does employ one obvious 

technique of a teacher – repetition. Three times in three chapters, beginning with Mark 

chapter 8, Jesus speaks about his coming death… to hammer the point home, like nails 

through stubborn flesh. 

The cross is the focus of Mark’s Gospel, more so even than the others. The cross, the 

ultimate example, the teaching aid beyond comparison. Jesus didn’t just say, “Love God with 

all your heart.” He showed his own love for his heavenly Father by accepting his destiny on 

the cross. Jesus didn’t just say, “Love your neighbours.” He laid down his life for them.Jesus 

didn’t just say, “Love your enemies.” On the cross he forgave them and prayed for them. 

Jesus lived and died the lesson of love, to open a new and living way into God’s presence. 

And he asks us to take up our own cross, to follow him, to be prepared to make sacrifices in 

the name of the one who made the greatest sacrifice of all. 

 Jesus is still teaching today, teaching us… and teaching through us. Not many of us have the 

formal title of teacher, whether in classroom or church. But we all have a teaching ministry, 

and we are all on teaching practice. It’s called practising what you preach. Living out, in the 

week and the world, what we say in church on Sunday. Following the supreme example of a 

teacher who put his words into action. But because we’re all human, all fallible, we won’t 

always get it right. And it won’t always be easy. It wasn’t easy going to the cross, as the 

anguish in Gethsemane revealed. For us, too, there are often difficult decisions, painful 

choices to make between what we want to do and what we know we ought to do… if we’re to 

witness faithfully to Jesus and take up our cross. “Those that can, do. Those that can’t, 

teach.” Not only is the saying unkind – it’s also inaccurate. Because those who can’t 

do, can’t teach. Not successfully anyway. The most effective teachers are those who also do. 

To use a modern idiom, if we’re to bring the good news of Jesus to others, it’s no good talking 

the talk if we don’t also walk the walk! 

 Rev’d Stuart Ansell 

 



Cryptogram of well-known bible verse

       Count Your Blessings 

1. If you own a Bible, you are abundantly blessed - about 1/3 of the world does not have access to one. 

2. If you wake up each morning with more health than illness, you are blessed to rise and shine, to live and 

to serve in a new day. 

3. If you have anyone on the planet, just one person that loves you and listens to you; count this as a 

blessing. 

4. If you can freely attend a church meeting without fear, then you are more blessed than over 1/3 of the 

world. 

5. If you have a yearning in your heart to parent a child, you are blessed because you still desire what you 

cannot see. 

6. If you pray today or any day, you are blessed because you believe in God's willingness to hear your 

prayer. 

7. If you pray for someone else, you are blessed because you want to help others also. 

8. If you have food in your refrigerator, clothes on your back, a roof over your head, and a place to sleep; 

all at the same time; you are rich in this world 

9. If you have a brother or sister in Christ that will pray with you and for you, you benefit from a spiritual 

unity, bond, and agreement, which the gates of hell cannot stand against. 

10. If you have any earthly family that even halfway loves you and supports you, you are blessed beyond 

measure. 

11. If you attend a church with a church family that offers you one word of encouragement, you are 

blessed with some form of fellowship. 

12. If you have money in the bank, in your wallet, or some spare change in a dish someplace you are 

among the world's wealthy. 

13. If you can go to bed each night, knowing that God loves you, you are blessed beyond measure. 

14. If you try each day to imitate our Lord Jesus Christ for even a minute, you are blessed because you 

show a willingness to grow up in Him. 

15. If you can read this message, you are more blessed than about 1/3 of the world who cannot read at all. 

16. If you have never had to endure the hardship and agony of battle, imprisonment, or torture, you are 

blessed in indescribable measure. 

17. If you have a voice to sing His praises, a voice to witness God's love, and a voice to share the gospel, 

you are blessed. About 1/3 of the world do not even know who the one true God is. 

18. If you can hold someone's hand, hug another person, touch someone on the shoulder, you are blessed 

because you can offer God's healing touch. 

19. If you can share a word of encouragement with someone else, and do it with His love in your heart, 

you are blessed because you have learned how to give. 

20. If you have the conviction to stand fast upon His Word and His promises, no matter what, you are 

blessed because you are learning patience, endurance, and tenacity. 

21. If you hold up your head with a smile on your face and are truly thankful, you are blessed because 

most people can, but many will not. 

May God Bless You and Keep You Safe. 

-- Author Unknown 

 



  

For your prayers 

Please remember especially in your prayers Mary Howarth and all are who are looking after 
her so well. Pray also for Lucy, who is recuperating at Medlock Court after a hospital stay; 
Wynne who has ongoing health issues but she has finally had the operation that has been 
cancelled several times; Sophie and Jonathon Mossop; Bob and Sylvia; the families of Hadi 
and Fariba in Iran- they cannot speak to them to see if they are safe because of the Internet 
shut down.  
Pray for all those who are housebound and missing the opportunity to gather together. 
Congratulations to all with birthdays in the coming weeks.  
 

 

. 

 

Get Ready for The BIG SING! - Sunday, Jun 21, 2026 from 6 pm to 8 pm 
@ Albion United Reformed Church, Stamford Street East, Ashton-under-Lyne OL6 6QQ 

Join us in person for an unforgettable evening of singing, worship, good company, and cake! 
Led by Café Jam, it will be an evening of singing a wide variety of hymns and songs: some old, 
some new, some lively, some quiet, some folk-style. Don’t miss out on the BIG SING energy—
bring your friends and let’s make some noise together!  Scan QR code for tickets below or 
follow link https://bit.ly/3NmWod5 
 

          

Messages from the Leaders: 

Thank you to Ian for all the various maintenance jobs he has been doing and for liaising with 
the various contractors- especially over the roof survey.  
Please pray for our AGM on April 12th. There is a lot to discuss (as usual!) and every member 
has a valuable contribution to make.  
We have given out Easter bags of blessings to the pre -school parents/ carers including an 
Easter card/ a real Easter egg with Christian booklet/ Christian bookmark/ hot chocolate 
sachets and a pack of wax crayons! We hope it helps to show them what the real celebration 
of Easter is about and keep a relationship going with them. Thanks to Sally, the Pre-school 
Manager for all her continuing help with laminating posters/ putting them up/ organising display 
boards etc etc!  
 
 

A Prayer for Peace and Protection 
For Peace: Loving God, we pray for peace and unity in Iran and the wider Middle East. We 
ask for a cessation of hostilities and a lasting peace that transforms hearts and structures, 
rather than mere temporary quiet. 
For Protection: Lord, protect civilians caught in the crossfire. We lift up those who are afraid, 
injured, or have lost their homes, asking for your comfort and safety. 
For Leaders: We pray for wisdom and courage for world leaders and those in power, that they 
may choose diplomacy, de-escalation, and justice over violence. 
For the Vulnerable: We ask for special protection over children, pregnant women facing 
stress, and the innocent, that they may be spared from the horrors of war. 
For Hope and Healing: We pray for those who mourn, for those who are wounded physically 
or psychologically, and that hope would rise in the midst of fear.  
"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God." — Matthew 5:9.  
 

https://bit.ly/3NmWod5
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