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Calendar 
 

All services start at 11 am 
 
Sunday July 6th   URC Digital Service  
 
Sunday 13th July   Service with Dorothy Kendrick 
 
Sunday 20th July   Service with Rev. Graham Tarn 
 
Sunday 27th July   Service with Rev. John Piper 
 
Sunday 3rd August Service Led by the Leaders, including discussion about 

the future direction of the church. 
 
Sunday 10th August  Service with Rev. David Ireland 
 
Sunday 17th August  Service with Mark Faris-Roberts 
 
Sunday 24th August  Service with Judith Haughton 
 
Sunday 31st August  Service with Rev. Graham Tarn 
 
Our services will normally be live via zoom. The ID you need for any of Beulah’s services is  

483-214-0593 and the password is 92315 
 

The Meaning of the Bible 

A father was approached by his small son who told him proudly, "I know what the Bible 

means!"  His father smiled and replied, "What do you mean, you 'know' what the Bible means? 

The son replied, "I do know!"  "Okay," said his father. "What does the Bible mean?" "That's easy, 

Daddy..." the young boy replied excitedly," It stands for 'Basic Information Before Leaving Earth.' 

 



  
OLDHAM AND TAMESIDE MISSIONAL PARTNERSHIP 

A Letter from a Vestry  

As so often seems to happen, we have had a mix of news in recent weeks.  First, we 

celebrated Easter with all the hope and joy that brings with it, and then on Easter Monday we 

heard the news of the death of His Holiness Pope Francis after several weeks in hospital and 

less than 24 hours previously he had given his Easter message.   

We have also been hearing over the last couple of weeks about the latest statistics which 

seem to be showing that church attendance is now growing, not shrinking.  A new report 

based on a survey commissioned by the Bible Society (A Quiet Revival) indicates that church 

attendance has increased by 12% over the last 6 years.  It seems the tide is turning.  If you 

haven’t read the report, you can download it for free from the Bible Society web-site: 

https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/research/quiet-revival/form 

I am not going to suggest that the statistics are not true (the report contains details of the 

mechanics of the survey and the authors are as surprised by the results as the rest of us are).  

And I must confess that after years of messages about shrinking numbers of attendance, 

ministers etc etc, hearing about the results of this recent survey fills me with joy and hope that 

all our hard work through the challenging times of Covid and post-Covid in and around our 

churches and communities, and maybe in our society as a whole, is seeing some shift in focus 

and effect.   

But maybe it doesn’t look like that from where I’m standing and I wonder how this positive 

message might be received when your church is barely hanging on and those who do come 

are getting older with all the difficulties that aging brings in its wake.   Are we doing something 

wrong?  Are we missing out on, or even ignoring, the possible means of growth?  Are we 

failing in some way?   

So, before we all throw in the towel and/or cry into our beer, (or whatever) let’s remember 

Jesus’ response to Peter who, after being asked three times by Jesus ‘Do you love me?’, turns 

to look at the ‘disciple Jesus loved’ and asks Jesus ‘what about him?’. 

When Peter saw him, he said to Jesus, "Lord, what about him?" Jesus said to him, "If it 

is my will that he remain until I come, what is that to you? Follow me!"   

(John 21:21-22) 

What I hear him saying here is ‘never mind what everyone else is doing, just follow my lead 

and do that to the best of your ability.’  Never mind that those churches are looking for bigger 

premises cos they can’t fit everyone in; never mind that they can use all the modern 

technology and so appeal to younger people; never mind that they’re not saddled with old and 

decaying buildings that limit activity; never mind …etc..  ‘that’s nowt to do with you!’ 

We need to concentrate on our partnership, our communities, our people, our circumstances 

and rejoice that Jesus, our Lord and Saviour, died for our sake as much as for theirs.  Rejoice 

that someone new came to church this morning and might come again so that we can talk 

some more about this Jesus who means so much to us.  Rejoice that even though no-one new 

came, we shared a wonderful time of fellowship with those who were there.  Rejoice that we 

can pray for those who are struggling in whatever way and know that those prayers are heard 

and acted on.  Rejoice that we are loved – regardless!   

So what is your answer to Jesus’ question – “…[insert name] do you love me?” 

Blessings- Sheila.  

 

 



 

For your prayers 

Please pray for Lucy who is having a rehabilitation period at Medlock Court and also for 

Jennifer, her granddaughter, who has the responsibility of managing her care.  

Remember also Ray Mossop, who has had a pacemaker fitted after another heart attack. 

Pray for Wynne who has had more health issues diagnosed to add to her list! 

Pray for all who are in care homes or feeling isolated and help them to know they are not 

forgotten.  

We remember the world leaders who have the responsibility to try and bring peaceful 

solutions to the many world conflicts.  

 

Around our neighbourhood: 

Hollins Millgate are holding a big breakfast on Sat 12th July from 10-12 and hope people will 

join them for this.  

 

. 

 Messages from the Leaders: 

We had a meeting with Phil Jump, Regional Minister for the NWBA, which gave us lots of food 

for thought- and prayer! We are intending to lead an informal service on August 3rd in which 

there will be chance to discuss some of the questions we were looking at, so we do hope you 

will join us if at all possible. Please continue to pray for guidance as to the future direction of 

Beulah.  

A prayer for peace in the Middle East from CAFOD: 

God of peace, bearer of hope,   

we seek your help for the peoples of the Middle East.  

Quiet the clamour of war   

and guide us towards peace.  

 

Where there is hatred and division   

sow seeds of calm and openness. 

 

Where there is destruction   

help us to rebuild. 

 

Where children are crying   

bring an end to tears. 

 

Shelter your peoples and protect them   

Guide them and keep them from harm. 

 

Show us how to break down the barriers of history and fear   

and breathe whispers of hope. 

 

Amen     Linda Jones/CAFOD 
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