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Calendar 
 

 
 

Sunday May 11th   David Hey  Secretary of Albion URC and a relative of  
                                              Margaret Hopwood.  
 
Sunday May 18th   Andrew Binns - Andrew’s first visit to Beulah 
 
Sunday May 25th  No service at Beulah. United service at Haggate to 

mark Brian’s retirement – see messages from the  
     Leaders 

  
Sunday June 1st  No service at Beulah. We are joining Macedonia for 

their service at 10.30 a.m. 
 
Sunday June 8th   Helen Mellor 
 
Sunday June 15th  Service led by the Leaders 
 
Sunday June 22nd  No service at Beulah We are joining Roman Rd 

Independent Methodist for their service at 11 a.m. 
Their speaker that day is David Robinson, a retired 
Missionary. 

 
Sunday June 29th  Sammy Spaine 
 
Sunday July 6th   Jenny McGhee  
 

Our services will normally be live via zoom. The ID you need for any of Beulah’s services is  

483-214-0593 and the password is 92315 
 



  
Dear friends, 

First of all, may I thank you for the lovely card, and wishes on it, and the kind gift which will 

indeed go towards electrifying my bike, to get out further and enjoy the countryside.  

It comes at the start of what will be a strange month. Not only my last month as your minister, 

but my last as a full-time minister. Already we have had my last service with Beulah alone, 

although many I hope will be at the joint service, the last with both churches. Some I will see 

during this month, many I hope I will see at the celebration here, and the joint service at 

Haggate, marking the end of both ministries, but for some, Sunday was “goodbye”. Or “Adieu”, 

because I do hope to come up from time to time….. 

 

The messages and greetings are very special, because you are all very special, a Lovley 

bunch of people, all so very different, but all special, and all shining the image of Christ in a 

unique way.  

My time with you may be my shortest pastorate (just over 3 years 3 months) it has been a 

joyous time. We’ve walked together through losses and successes, seen people move forward 

in their faith, and adapted as change in numbers makes us rethink how we do things.  

 

Unlike previous moves, I won’t be saying goodbye to one congregation and hello to another, 

but the hello will be to different forms of service, greater flexibility in what I take on, and of 

course I am very much looking forward to being based at home for the whole week. After a 

period of doing many things, I had always wanted to make some time for, I will be helping 

Clare with some of her churches, and hopefully also becoming involved as an “ordinary” 

member in the local Baptist church. So still very much part of both denominations.  

 

I think Paul my feelings very well  
3 I thank my God every time I remember you. 4 In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray 

with joy 5 because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, 6 being 

confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the 

day of Christ Jesus. 

7 It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I have you in my heart and, whether I 

am in chains or defending and confirming the gospel, all of you share in God’s grace with me. 
8 God can testify how I long for all of you with the affection of Christ Jesus. 

9 And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of 

insight, 10 so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless for 

the day of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—to 

the glory and praise of God. 

 

May you continue to know God’s richest blessings, individually and together, now and into the 

future 

 

With Love in our Lord 

 

Brian 

 

 



 

For your prayers 

Please remember the family of Elaine Everett who died recently. Elaine was a loyal member of 
Hollinwood Congregational Church and embraced life to the full. After the sharing agreement with 
Beulah, she was fully involved in the life of the church and radiated friendliness and love, as well as 
generosity. She must have been one of the most prolific visitors of people who were always greatly 
encouraged by her. We particularly associate her with flowers! Please remember Jenny and Tim and 
their families in the coming weeks. 
Please pray for Iain and Janes family as Iain’s father has recently died in South Africa. 
Please pray also for Bob and Sylvia who are together in Avonleigh Gardens Care Home on Clyde 
Street, Watersheddings. They have separate rooms but are able to see each other.  
Pray too for Lucy who has increased care now and is frustrated by her mobility problems but always 
interested in all the news of Beulah and always asks to pass on her love and to say she misses 
everyone. 
Remember Phil as he tries to find alternative accommodation after leaving the Manse ten days ago. 
Pray for all the decisions about the Manse moving forward. 
We send birthday wishes to Mary Howarth on her 97th birthday on the 31st May and to Jill Barrow on 
her 70th birthday on the 4th May. It was lovely to celebrate the birthdays of Puoya and of Lucy on 
Easter weekend.  
Our best wishes to Jane Wilkinson as she adjusts to life as a retiree!  
Congratulations to Julie Duerden on the birth of a 3rd grandchild- Oliver- born to Chris and Danielle. 

 

Messages from the Leaders: 

It seems to have been a hectic time! We are glad the Hall flooring has been replaced and the job was 
very efficient. Thanks to Sally and the Pre School for their help and financial contribution.  The next 
stage of the Hall refurbishment is a new ramp at the Hall entrance and Ian is on with sorting that out, so 
it will be easier to get in with a wheelchair or pram!  
 
We will have a busy weekend at the end of May as we recognise the end of the Ministry of Brian. On 
Saturday 24th there will be a gathering at Beulah of colleagues and friends from various churches with a 
short act of worship, some sharing of memories and then a buffet to follow. We hope as many as 
possible from Beulah will come to share in this. Please let Alison or Jane know as soon as possible so 
we can sort out the catering. On Sunday 25th May there will be no service at Beulah – we are going 
over to Haggate Baptist Church, Burnley (Brian’s other half!) for their service at 10.30 which will be 
followed by a buffet lunch in the pub down the road. Please let Alison or Jane know if you are able to 
go- we will then sort out lifts for everyone. The weekend will hopefully give Brian plenty of good 
memories to take away with him and will celebrate all he has given in service to all the churches he has 
been part of. We obviously wish him well as he adjusts to life in retirement and hopefully more time for 
cycling and climbing! We are grateful for all his input during the last 3 and a bit years and the legacy he 
leaves.  
 
You will see that there are several Sundays in June when we have no speaker at Beulah. In light of 
suggestions at a recent congregation meeting we have asked Sheila and Dorothy if we can share in 
their services and hope that we will be a boost to them, as well as them helping us. Going forward we 
have got speakers booked for all but 4 services until the end of the year. The Leaders have a meeting 
booked with Phil Jump from the North West Baptist Association on June 23rd to talk about this transition 
period and we have also asked Lawrence Heath Moore to talk to us at a future meeting- many of you 
will have heard him preach at Beulah on the 27th April. We have asked Clare Tollett (née Barrow!) to 
talk to us about her role at her church as a youth/family worker so that we know what that job role might 
look like. As always, please do share any opinions/ thoughts with any of the Leaders at any time. We 
have revised the Pastoral lists so hopefully each person will have a key contact that makes sure we 
know how you are, but you can clearly chat to any Leader. 
 
We have made a start on tidying up the church garden. Puoya was a magnificent help in weeding/ 
digging and planting! We now have onions planted and some beds weeded out, so if you have any 
spare plants they would be gratefully received! Still some weeds to kill between the flags and flags to 
clean, as well as a couple of beds to weed and pots to plant up- work in progress! 

 

 



    

Items needed by the food bank  

• TINNED MEAT, TINNED SOUP, PASTA, SHAMPOO, DEODORANT, Toothpaste, Jam, 

Microwave rice packet, Washing powder  

 

 

Do not bin your old stamps. Instead, recycle them, and raise money for charity. 
Please keep your old used stamps and give them to Wynn who is collecting them to raise money for 
charity. 

 
 

 
Prayers for Beulah 

A local Minister was telling me this week that at their congregation meeting they were discussing the fact 

that although they seem to have quite a healthy congregation, they could see that because of the age 

profile it might be a very different story in 5 years’ time. The meeting resolved that each member would 

pray diligently every day for the congregation and the church. Since that time, they have seen several 

instances of God answering prayer, with a couple of new people joining the congregation. Just shows the 

power of prayer! Can we do the same?! 

 

The Sense of a Goose 

When you see geese on their annual migrations flying in a "V" formation, you might consider what 

science has discovered as to why they fly that way. As each bird flaps its wings, it creates an 

uplift for the bird immediately following. By flying in a "V" formation, the whole flock adds at least 

71 percent greater flying range than if each bird flew on its own. 

People who share a common direction and sense of community can get where they are going 

more quickly and easily, because they are travelling on the thrust of one another. 

When a goose falls out of formation, it suddenly feels the drag and resistance of trying to go it 

alone and quickly gets back into formation to take advantage of the lifting power of the bird in 

front. 

If we have the sense of a goose, we will stay in formation with those people who are heading the 

same way we are. 

When the head goose gets tired, it rotates back in the wing and another goose flies point. 

It is sensible to take turns doing demanding jobs, whether with people or with geese flying south. 

Geese honk from behind to encourage those up front to keep up their speed. 

What message do we give when we honk from behind? 

Finally - and this is important - when a goose gets sick or injured and falls out of the formation, 

two other geese fall out with that goose and follow it down to lend help and protection. They stay 

with the fallen goose until it is able to fly or until it dies; and only then do they launch out on their 

own or with another formation to catch up with their own group. 

If we have the sense of a goose, we will stand by each other like that. 

Author not known 
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